Questions and Answers (Q&A)
Lindsworth School: Proposal to Remove Boarding Provision (SOT10198)
1. What is being proposed?
Birmingham City Council consulted on a proposal to remove the boarding provision at Lindsworth School with an implementation date of 1 April 2027.
2. Is Lindsworth School closing?
No. The proposal is only to remove the boarding provision. Lindsworth School will remain open as a maintained special school.
3. Why is boarding provision proposed for removal?
There are currently no pupils on roll who require boarding as part of their Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP). The school has not admitted pupils with an EHCP that includes overnight boarding for many years. The council has continued to fund the unfilled places through the High Needs Funding Block. The council proposed removing the boarding provision as there has not been a requirement for boarding pupils at the school for several years.
4. Is the residential accommodation currently being used?
Parts of the building are currently being used for extended-day activities, extracurricular provision and support but not overnight boarding. 
5. Will removal of boarding provision affect pupils using the accommodation; will the current after-school or extended-day support stop?
The school has identified pupils who are currently using parts of the building for after-school or extended-day support. If boarding provision is removed, the Council would review the funding provided to the school and its current after-school or extended-day activities and support.
6. Is this proposal mainly about saving money?
No, the proposal is mainly because there has not been a requirement for boarding pupils at the school for several years and no pupils at the school have an EHCP which specifies a need for boarding. 


7. What would happen to the building if boarding provision is removed?
There are no changes required to the building to enable boarding provision to be removed from the school offer. However, if the proposal to remove boarding provision is approved the local authority will work with the school to establish an alternative use for the building to ensure that the building does not become unused and fall into disrepair.
8. What alternatives have been suggested in the feedback?
Consultation responses suggest that, instead of removing the provision entirely, the Council could consider alternative models such as continued extended day use, flexible support, respite-style arrangements, or a broader review of future SEMH needs before any permanent decision is taken. 
9. How would staff be affected?
If the boarding is removed, any affected staff, trade unions and professional associations would be consulted. The Council and school would explore options to minimise adverse impact, including redeployment opportunities and use of natural turnover where possible.
10. Has a decision already been made?
The decision has been made by the council to remove the boarding provision at Lindsworth school. Comments received during the statutory consultation (representation period) were shared with the decision maker to consider.
11. Who makes the final decision and when will it be made?
The final decision was made by the Council’s Cabinet Member for Children, Young People and Families. The decision was published on 29 July 2026.
12. Can I comment on the proposal?
The consultation process has now ended (21 May 2026). No more comments can be received on this proposal. Thank you to those of you that wrote to us by email, completed the online survey and spoke to us during the consultation events.



13. What does / will the council do if it has any pupils in the city that do need boarding in future as part of their EHCP?
The council currently places pupils in specialist provision which can include residential provision if this best meets their individual needs. The council regularly monitors its range of provision and can make future proposals or changes, as required, as part of the city’s SEND Sufficiency Strategy.
14. Was the council’s consultation process compliant with requirements?
Yes, the council follows the Department for Education guidance for proposing this type of change to a school. The council published the proposal with details of how people can comment and respond during the 4-week consultation period. In addition to what is required, the council arranged with the school to hold a stakeholder engagement day at the school. This gave the council officers opportunity to hear directly from pupils, parents and staff and to encourage anyone to make comments in writing during the consultation period. All comments received in writing were presented to the decision maker as part of the decision report (unaltered with only protected/personal data removed).
15. Can the school appeal against the council’s decision, if the council approves and removes the boarding provision?
The legislation and guidance related to this type of change does not provide any right of appeal to Local Authority maintained community schools (like Lindsworth School). The council is the decision maker and responsible for the sufficiency and diversity of provision. 
16. How will the council respond to feedback about the consultation event (13 May 2026)?
The council is grateful for the feedback about the sessions with pupils and will consider how such sessions may be arranged in future to enhance the pupils’ experience.  The sessions provided council officers with valuable direct feedback from groups of pupils. The thoughtful questions, comments, and sentiments expressed have helped to provide important context for the proposal. It was noted that many of the topics raised align with the comments received from other stakeholder groups and the written comments received as part of the consultation. 
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