SEND Consultation: 

Setting out to achieve Support and Aspiration for Special Educational Needs and Disabled (SEND) children and young people in Birmingham
Introduction
This is a short information sheet to introduce both the national and local issues for improved outcomes for SEND children and young people. We would like your views and suggestions to help implement the changes effectively to support families.
Consultation 

We would like you to read the Birmingham Green Paper and the full Equalities Assessment. Both reports have lots of data about the needs over the last few years and some figures about projections for the future. Please read Government documents or other interested groups websites as well (see below for summary information and links).  You can then make comments to us in a range of ways including:

· Attending one of the range of events that we are organising 

· Meetings with Parent/Carer Groups

· Write to us

· Complete a questionnaire on our website

A new approach for SEND children & young people
The government’s proposal (which has all party support) is called “Support & Aspiration: A new approach to special educational needs and disability”.

The Council has produced a consultation document called; “A green paper for special educational needs and disability”. It is influenced by the Government’s desire to improve and simplify support for this group of children, their parent/carers. It sets out to promote aspiration, choice and control as well as inclusion for children with Special Educational Needs (SEND) and disabilities.

The city has adopted 6 principles about how we would like to develop services:

· An inclusive city with a fair chance for all 

· Needs led planning & effective use of resources 

· Localisation - Local schools for local people 

· Inclusion  

· Personalisation - My Life My Choice

· Excellence through partnership

A summary of our aims:

· That children & young people with SEND have a fair chance to achieve the outcomes we want for all children – including work, health, safety and making a positive contribution. 

· A strategic approach to SEND built on robust evidence, implemented consistently by all agencies in the city including all schools and adult services. 

· To provide the “Right Service at the Right Time”, to meet children’s needs across the City

· Partnership approach that improves the quality and integration of services 
· A “local offer” for the majority of young people with SEND throughout the city.
· The child and family at the centre of having their needs met. 
· A commissioning model which recognises the range of needs by all working in partnership. 
· The Council and partners to deliver the strategy within financial resources available due to Government cuts to public spending. 

Below are some issues which we think you may find helpful from the Government approach when considering the Birmingham Green Paper consultation:
· A new approach to identifying SEN in early years settings and schools to challenge a culture of low expectations for children with SEN and give them effective support to succeed. 
· A new single assessment process and ‘Education, Health and Care Plan’ by 2014 to replace the statutory SEN assessment and statement, 

· To give parents confidence by giving them more control over the support their family receives, we will introduce more transparency in the provision of services
· Local authorities and other services will set out a “local offer” of all services available to support children who are disabled or who have SEN and their families as “easy-to-understand” information for parents will set out what is normally available in schools to help children with lower-level SEN, as well as the options available to support families who need additional help to care for their child

· The option of a personal budget by 2014 for all families with children with a statement of SEN or a new ‘Education, Health and Care Plan’, many of whom will have complex support needs.  With Key workers who will be trained to advise families and help them navigate the range of help available across health, education and social care.
In Summary
· We know that developing services which put SEND children, young people and their families at the centre of their plans is going to be a major change.

· We believe that services, with a local offer, will provide the vast majority of SEND children with appropriate and responsive services which offer support to achieve their aspirations.

· We need your views about this approach and how best it can be achieved.

· Please help us to plan by sending in your comments by 31st July 2013 
The Birmingham SEND Green Paper Project Team

Consultation Links 
· Birmingham Green Paper link: www.birmingham.gov.uk/send
· Government Paper: http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20130401151715/https://www.education.gov.uk/publications/eOrderingDownload/Green-Paper-SEN.pdf 

· National Children’s Bureau /Council for Disabled Children website: http://www.ncb.org.uk
· Postal Address for consultation: PO Box 16715 Lancaster Circus B2 2ET
· Email:  CWCNBU@birmingham.gov.uk

