
The draft Birmingham Design Guide - Overview of the Document’s Structure 
 
The Design Guide is comprised of a suite of documents, providing guidance on all 
elements of development. 
 
The suite is made up of a tier of 6 documents, with an overarching Design Principles 
Document and 5 supporting City Manuals. These collectively form the Birmingham 
Design Guide Supplementary Planning Document (SPD).    
 
The Design Guide Principles Document 
The Design Guide Principles Document is structured around 5 Themes, under which 
are a number of Design Principles development must effectively address and 
respond to.  
 
These 5 Themes are: 
 

1. The Birmingham ID 
2. Streets & Spaces 
3. Landscape & Green Infrastructure 
4. Healthy Living & Working Places 
5. Efficient and Future-ready 

 
The Design Guide’s City Manuals 
The Design Guide’s 5 City Manuals provide further guidance on how to fulfil the 
requirements of the design principles. There is a City Manual for each Theme, with 
references given in the design principles to which element (City Note) of the City 
Manual users should refer to. 
 
The 5 City Manuals: 
 

1. The Birmingham ID City Manual 
2. Streets & Spaces City Manual 
3. Landscape & Green Infrastructure City Manual 
4. Healthy Living & Working Places City Manual 
5. Efficient and Future-ready City Manual 
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Further guidance on how to fulfil the design principles 
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Figure 1: Table illustrating how the City Manuals link with the design themes in 

the Design Principles document 
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An example of how a Design Principle and City Manual link 
Design Principle 2 (in the Design Principles Document) relates to the use of 
character assessments to gain an understanding of the surrounding area.   
 
As highlighted, the design principle makes reference to ‘City Note ID-1 in the 
Birmingham ID City Manual’ for more guidance on undertaking an assessment.   
 
 

 
Figure 2: a snap shot of Design Principle 2, with the text referencing the 

Birmingham ID City Manual and City Note ID-1 



 
City Note ID-1 then provides further detail on the different elements a character 
assessment should consider and acknowledge.  
 
 

 
Figure 3: a snap shot of City Note ID-1 in the Birmingham ID City Manual 

 
When submitting a planning application, proposals must demonstrate they have 
undertaken a character assessment (informed by the guidance in City Note ID-1)  as 
part of their design process, to aligned with Design Principle 2. 
 
 
Further Queries 
Please email queries to: DesignGuide@birmingham.gov.uk 
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