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Proposal to Expand a Mainstream Primary Academy by Enlargement

	Mere Green Primary School


Introduction

Mere Green Primary School as part of the Arthur Terry Learning Partnership, alongside Birmingham City Council is consulting on a proposal to expand Mere Green Primary School.

These changes are explained in the sections below. This consultation starts on week ending 10th July 2015  and will run until 21st August 2015 in line with guidance from the Department for Education on ‘Making Significant Changes to an Existing Academy’ (September 2013, Updated January 2014). Although 21st August is during the holidays the BeHeard website will remain open for comments from anyone wishing to do so until this date.
School Information

Mere Green Primary School is school located in Mere Green. The school caters for pupils aged 3 to 11.  It can accommodate 210 pupils in Years Reception – Y6 and currently provides 20 full-time equivalent (full time equivalent) nursery places. The school is popular and has a waiting list in many year groups due to being oversubscribed. Currently the school operates at 30 places (1 class) per year group.
What changes are proposed?

Mere Green Primary School and Birmingham City Council are proposing to expand the school by an additional form of entry in the primary age range. The proposal will mean that the school can accommodate 60 pupils per year group from Reception through to Year 6 on a permanent basis. This means that there will be 2 classes per year group.
The school will take its first increased intake in Reception in September 2015. The growth of the school will be gradual as an additional 30 pupils will be admitted into Reception and work their way through the primary school. Where cohort growth means that there is a need to open up classes earlier than planned these discussions will be held between the school, Trust and Council.
Why do we want to do this?

The City of Birmingham has a growing population with one of the youngest populations in Europe and the number of births in the city has risen rapidly over the last few years.
Our projected pupil numbers show that we will need to provide an additional 480 Reception places in the City for September 2016. Sutton Four Oaks Ward and Sutton Trinity are two of the wards experiencing high levels of demand for primary places. Birmingham City Council, as the Local Authority, has a statutory duty to ensure there are sufficient school places for all the children and young people living in Birmingham. Expanding Mere Green Primary will help support more families access a local school place of choice.
Why has this school been chosen?

Following the publication of the latest Education Sufficiency Requirements by Birmingham City Council in February 2015 schools were invited to express interest if they were interested in taking additional places. Mere Green Primary School submitted an Expression of Interest (EOI) form in March 2015 and was successfully evaluated to meet the criteria. Each EOI is assessed on a set number of measures, including whether the school is in the right place, whether it is popular with local families, whether it has sufficient space on which to build or accommodate an extension and whether it has strong leadership capacity to cope with the additional pupils. Mere Green Primary School is central to the area of demand, it is popular with local families, has sufficient land to accommodate additional classrooms and with a judgement of ‘Outstanding’ will be able to sustain the planned growth.

How will this affect pupils at the school?

Pupils will notice some changes but these are likely to be limited. The plan is for the school to phase the growth across the primary year groups so the change in pupil numbers will occur gradually. 

By expanding the school, this will enable a greater number of local pupils to access a successful provision and benefit from its supportive and committed environment. Mere Green Primary School has an excellent teaching record, with outstanding achievement and progress for its pupils. 
The school will continue to follow their published admissions criteria  for any remaining vacancies:

a. Looked After or previously Looked After Children

b. Children with a brother or sister already at the school who will still be in attendance in September 2015
c. Children who live nearest to the school (Mere Green Road, B75 7BL)

How will this affect staff?

Staff will generally be unaffected; however, a larger school will offer more opportunities for professional development and provide access to more resources and expertise to enable staff to further develop new learning experiences and continue to deliver outstanding provision for its pupils.

How will this affect local schools?

We do not envisage any negative effects on other local schools in terms of their future admissions numbers or pupil numbers. We have established the need for additional school places in the area, and it is evident that there is a parental demand for primary school places across our districts from 2015 according to school place forecasts (February 2015). The additional form of entry will help support local pupils and their families, but should not impact on neighbouring schools.
Will there be changes to the school building?

The proposed increase in places means we will have to provide additional classrooms and facilities on site.  Some refurbishment of our site may be required with a temporary classroom sited in our Early Years Foundation Stage area by September 2015. 
Birmingham City Council’s Education and Skills Infrastructure team will ensure that the new classrooms are built in line with government standards and that pupils’ learning will not be unduly disrupted. Any changes to the school’s buildings will be subject to planning permission. Other works to ensure that the facilities are suitable and ready for all year groups will be ongoing with timescales to be determined.

Will this definitely happen?

There is a statutory process we must follow to make these sorts of changes to schools. We are now entering the consultation stage during which we want to hear your views on the proposal to expand. If, after considering your views it still remains to be a viable option, we will seek the decision of the Secretary of State to give final approval. It is only at that point that we will be able to say with certainty that the school will be expanded.

What will happen if this proposal is rejected?

If a decision is taken that Mere Green Primary School should not be permanently expanded then the school will continue to operate at its current number of pupils, operating at 30 places per year group from Reception to Year 6. It is likely that Birmingham City Council will need to pursue alternative solutions for providing additional  places in the area as a result of projected growth and this is likely to mean that some parents will have to travel much further to take their child to school. This could mean that parents and pupils offered places in the additional class for September will be placed in alternative schooling if the additional class is unable to open. It could also possibly leave this school open to an increase in admission appeals for primary places, which can result in larger class sizes.
How can I make my views known?

During this consultation period, you have the opportunity to let us know what you think about the proposed enlargement of Mere Green Primary School. You can make your views known by submitting comments to the BeHeard portal via www.birminghambeheard.org.uk/economy/meregreenprimary
School Organisation Team

Education and Skills Infrastructure

Directorate of Development & Culture

PO Box 15842

Birmingham

B2 2RT

Please note the closing date for comments is 21st August 2015. Although it will not be possible to respond to individual comments, all of the issues raised during the consultation will be considered when we decide whether or not to move to the next stage of this process.

What happens next?
As the school is part of an Academy Trust it is necessary to apply to the Department of Education Funding Agency for approval to expand. The Department for Education will be responsible for the final decision of the school expansion and the school will be notified accordingly.
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