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Fox Hollies Park
Improvements

Suggested Options

@ Security
Improve security by installing railings and barriers. These may be either a metal
estate railing, or a timber and metal railing. There would be access via chicanes,

)

Westley Brook

A previously suggested scheme from the Drainage and Flood Risk Management
department to re-route the brook will be reinvestigated. As well as this, the brook
would be cleaned of rubbish and silt build up, and selected sections would be cleared
of undergrowth.

New Paths, Southern & Western

A new path could be created, leading from the lower East corner and towards the
fishing pond. This follows an existing ‘Desire Line’ worn into the turf. This would also
include a new footbridge across the brook. This should streamline access to the park
from this corner, reducing congestion on the main path to the north. Another path
running across the top of the park could help to decongest the main path running north

to south, and create an effective park “circuit”, connecting all access areas smoothly.

Possible ‘Southern’ path
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Possible ‘Western’ path

A section of the Brook, obscured by
undergrowth. Selective clearing could
bring the Brook out as focal point of the

park.

kissing gates or anti-motorcycle gates.

The concrete restricted section of the
brook. In its present state, the brook
moves quickly through this long straight
section. In restoring a more natural route the water would be given time to soak away
into the ground, and to shed any silt it carries through settlement. This has two main
benefits; flow downstream should be somewhat slower, and this will contribute to
reducing flash-flooding. This will also have benefits in reducing the frequency of silt
removal operations downstream.

Play Area

Review the existing play equipment and play area. Play equipment would be updated,

and surfaces in the play area could be replaced. Example equipment below.

2N

Above: Classic metal estate railings and a matching Kissing Gate

Below: A more modern timber estate railing and a matching chicane arrangement

Selective vegetation clearance would be employed at strategic places on site. These
would focus on the brook and improving its visibility, and widening path sections where
there is vegetation encroachment.

Itis hoped that in alleviating visually obstructive pinch points this will improve the
legibility of the paths for visitors. This should make people feel more safe by facilitating
better community observation through the park, and by making them easier to
navigate.

There are a variety of entrances to secure, from very small alleyways to wide

road fronts. These would all be treated with the same style fences and gates, in
order to create a cohesive character throughout the site.

A main exit to Shirley Road

An alley to Oakhurst Road,- showing
motorcycle damage to tarmac
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Fishing Pond

Fishing pond to be opened up to improve visibility into this concealed section. This
would involve vegetation clearance and crown raising to the trees on the banks, as
well as adding more and clearer access points around its perimeter. The intent is to
make this a quiet but well trafficked and observed area, and to widen participation in
the fishing activities here.

Future works may also include adding small fishing jetties around the perimeter of
the pond. This could also generate income in sales of licences to fish, and community
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involvement in fishing
competitions.

A photograph of Fox

; Hollies fishing pond in

- i 3 : : winter, exhibiting a much
. more open character.

@ Maintenance
There will be a review of maintenance practices. This may involve incorporating more
sections of longer grass and wildflower planting, to create a softer appearance with
greater biodiversity and wildlife value. The legibility would be maintained with a more
regularly mown path through.

(Example from playing fields opposite FH park)
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